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N O T I C E  

All ques t ions  or  o the r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e l a t ing  to this d o c u m e n t  should  be  sent only 
to N F P A  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  addressed  to the a t t en t ion  o f  the C o m m i t t e e  responsible  for  
the d o c u m e n t .  

For in fo rmat ion  on ob ta in ing  Formal  In terpre ta t ions  of the documen t ,  p ropos ing  
Tenta t ive  Inter im Amendmen t s ,  p ropos ing  a m e n d m e n t s  for Commi t t ee  considerat ion,  
a n d  appeals  on  mat te rs  re la t ing to the conten t  of the documen t ,  write to the Vice Presi- 
dent  a n d  Chief  Engineer ,  Nat iona l  Fire Protec t ion  Association,  Ba t t e ry rna rch  Park,  
Quincy ,  MA 02269. 

A s t a t emen t ,  wr i t ten  or  oral ,  t ha t  is not  processed in a c c o r d a n c e  with Sect ion 16 of  
the  Regu la t ions  Gove rn ing  C o m m i t t e e  Projects  shall  not  be cons ide red  the official  
posi t ion of  N F P A  or  any  of  its Commi t t e e s  a n d  shall  not  be cons ide red  to be, no r  be  
rel ied u p o n  as, a Fo rma l  In t e rp re t a t ion .  

L i c e n s i n g  Prov i s ion  

This  d o c u m e n t  is c o p y r i g h t e d  by the  N a t i o n a l  Fire P ro tec t ion  Associa t ion  (NFPA) .  
Publ ic  au thor i t i e s  a n d  o thers  are  u r g e d  to re fe rence  this d o c u m e n t  in laws, or- 
d inances ,  r egu la t ions  a n d  admin i s t r a t ive  o rders  o r  s imi lar  ins t ruments .  Any  delet ions,  
addi t ions ,  a n d  c h a n g e s  des i red by the a d o p t i n g  au tho r i t y  mus t  be no ted  separa te ly .  
Those  us ing  this m e t h o d  ( " a d o p t i o n  by re fe rence")  a re  reques ted  to not i fy  the N F P A  
(At ten t ion :  Vice Pres ident  a n d  Ch ie f  Eng inee r  ) in wr i t ing  of  such  use. 

T h e  t e rm  " a d o p t i o n  by re fe rence"  m e a n s  the c i t ing  of  the title a n d  pub l i sh ing  infor-  
m a t i o n  only.  

(For f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  see the Policy C o n c e r n i n g  the A d o p t i o n ,  P r in t i ng  a n d  
Pub l i ca t ion  of  N F P A  D o c u m e n t s  which  is ava i lab le  u p o n  reques t  f rom the N F P A . )  

Statement on NFPA Procedures 

This material has been developed under the published procedures of the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association. which are designed to assure the appointment of technically competent Commit- 
tees having balanced representation. While these procedures assure the highest degree of care. 
neither the National Fire Protection Association, its members, nor those participating in its ac- 
tivities accepts any liability resulting from compliance or noncompliance with the provisions given 
herein, for any restrictions imposed on materials or processes, or for the completeness of the text. 

NFPA has no power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this docu- 
ment and any certification of products stating compliance with requirements of this document is 
made at the peril of the certifier. 

MGR AM~81 
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Report Manual 

NFPA 904M-1981 

1981 Edition of NFPA 904M 

The first edition of NFPA 904M, Incident Follow-up Report 
Manual, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire Report- 
ing and acted on by the National Fire Protection Association, Inc., 
on May 20, 1981, at its Annual Meeting in Dallas, Texas. It was 
issued by the Standards Council with an effective date of June 29, 
1981. 

Origin and Development of NFPA 904M 

The Fire Reporting Committee developed this Manual and Form 
904I, Incident Follow-up Report, to encourage the collection of data 
beyond the Basic Incident Report (Form 902F) on incidents that are 
significant in terms of their magnitude, associated casualties, or their 
impact on the community. It was not the intent of the Committee 
that this be a comprehensive fire investigation reporting form. Users 
are encouraged to further develop this material and to correspond 
with the Committee regarding enchancements which should be made 
to this Manual. 
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Rep. NEMA 
Myron Franks, Michigan State Fire Marshals 
Office 

Rep. International Assn, of Arson In- 
vestigators 
Robert  E. Frye, U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 
G. W. Fulbright ,  Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection 
Robert  W. Glowinski, National Forest Prod- 
ucts Assn. 

Vern J.  Hassell, Kemper Insurance Cos. 
Rep. Alliance of American Insurers 

Raymond E. Hawkins,  International Assn. of 
Fire Chiefs 
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shals Office 

John  R. A. Johnson, Public Works Canada 

David McCormack, International Assn. of Fire 
Fighters 

George J.  Oldroyd, Fairfield Fire Department, 
CT 

Rep. NFPA Fire Service Section 
Donald R. Ryan,  Ohio State Fire Marshals Of- 
lice 
Stephen Lee Smith, Fairfax County Fire & 
Rescue Service, VA 
Bryce H.  Spence, Muhnomah Country Fire 
Department. OR 

Rep. Fire Marshals Assn. of North America 
Wi l l i am R.  Vandal l ,  Factory Mutual  
Engineering Corp. 
Thomas A. Wright ,  U.S. Fire Administration 

Alternates 

Alan Gomberg, U.S. National Bureau of Start- Lawrence K. Marks, Kemper Insurance Cos. 
dards (Altemate to V. J. Hassell) 

(Alternate to B. Buchbinder) John  W. Overbey II,  U.S. Fire Administration 
(Alternate to T. A. Wright) 

Daniel Karsner,  U.S. Consumer Product Nancy K. Stephens, West Virginia State Fire 
Safety Commission Commission 

(Alternate to R, E. Frye) (Alternate to E. J. lgnagni) 

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the 
text of this editzon. Since that time, changes m the membershtp may have occurred. 

N O T E :  M e m b e r s h i p  on  a C o m m i t t e e  shall  no t  in a n d  of  itself cons t i tu te  a n  
e n d o r s e m e n t  of  the  Associa t ion  or  of  a n y  d o c u m e n t  deve loped  by  the  C o m m i t -  
tee on  w h i c h  the m e m b e r  serves. 
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Incident Follow-up Report Manual 

NFPA 904M-1981 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

In order to provide insight into the causes and consequences of 
fires or other incidents, the fire service prepares reports of incidents, 
performs pre-fire surveys, and conducts follow-ups to provide addi- 
tional information. The criteria for when such follow-ups should be 
conducted are determined locally. In general, such follow-ups are 
conducted for fires of suspicious origin, those resulting in loss of life, 
and those involving large property loss. 

The encoding of follow-up data on fire incidents and the updating 
of basic fire incident data as necessary is a natural "next step" after 
the process of uniform coding and reporting of fire incidents. This 
manual  is intended to provide a standardized form for the collection 
and encoding of fire incident follow-up data, along with an explana- 
tion of the use of the form. 

This manual  contains references to NFPA 901, Uniform Coding 
for Fire Protection. These references are to allow persons responsible 
for classifying the data to find the appropriate sections in NFPA 901. 
All references are to the 1981 edition of NFPA 901. A review of the 
terminology, definitions and classifications in NFPA 901 will help to 
improve the quality of the report. 

Data can be compiled from the forms either manually or using 
electronic data processing. In either case, such data will supplement 
the data from property surveys, incident reports and casualty 
reports, to support fire prevention activities, code enforcement, 
planning, data analysis and administrative functions. 
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G E N E R A L  A P P L I C A T I O N S  

This manual contains instructions for the completion of the Inci- 
dent Follow-up Report, Form 9041. It is intended that Form 904I be 
used to record data from follow-ups. It is assumed that a Basic Inci- 
dent Report, Form 902F, is already on file for each incident for 
which a follow-up investigation has been conducted. There are three 
main purposes for Form 9041: 

1. To document some of the findings of the follow-up. For exam- 
ple, to permit characterization of the second item involved in the fire 
sequence. 

2. To provide the basis for revision to and/or  augmentation of the 
data reported on Form 902F, if the information from the follow-up is 
more accurate. It should not be necessarily assumed that follow-up 
information is more accurate than the information on the original 
902F, but in the event there is conflicting information, the local 
jurisdiction will have the option of accepting one or the other opin- 
ion, or of keeping both. 

3. To provide additional details on fires important enough for 
follow-up, such as for special situations like incendiary~suspicious 
fires. 

It is important to note that the follow-up is likely to produce more 
information than can conveniently be coded on Form 9041. As with 
any fire incident report, the narrative portion, not coded, will con- 
stitute an important part of the record. 

The Fire Reporting Committee intends that this first edition of the 
Incident Follow-up Report Manual and the Incident Follow-up 
Report be used for structural fires only. The Committee will be 
studying ways to expand the form and the manual so as to be ap- 
plicable to all fires. Persons wishing to use the form for other than 
structural fires are encouraged to do so and to correspond with the 
Committee regarding the changes needed to accomplish such use. 
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E X A M P L E S :  

Two examples  are  presented on the following pages.  T h e  first 
shows a comple ted  form for a fire follow-up after  a $300,000 
suspicious fire in a bu i ld ing  used to store mattresses.  T h e  second 
shows a comple ted  form for a fire follow-up af ter  a t enement  fire in 
which four persons were killed. 
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IA 

IB 

INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 

Fell In This Report 
In Your Own Words 

329 Mi l l  Hollow Rd 
Requestor 

B/C Smi th  
Weather 

Snow 
Form of Materml 2nd Igmted 

Packag in  9 
Time in Smoldermg Stage 

None 
Time Igmtlon to Detection 

15 m inu tes  
Delay in Alarm 

None 

Anxtown 

City/Town 
Anytown 

Fire Department 

I Year of Construction 

9041 

IC 

ID 

IE 

IF 

IG 

IH 

II 

IJ 

IK 

IL 

IM 

IN 

tO 

IP 

I0  

IR 

IS 

IT 

IU 

Delay m Agent Appt 
Nothin 9 unusual 

Size of F,re on Arrival 
Ful l  invoIvement 

Performance of Fire Spread I 
Devices Fire wal l  N/S 
No, of Occupants at Igmhon 

None 

uate ot Hequest 
12 /17 /80  

Temperature 

Type of Materml 2rid Igmted 
Paper 

Tqme Flame to Ceding 
Less than  1 m i n u t e  

Method of Detection 
Police Patrol 

Time Alarm to Agem Appl 
7 minutes 

Time Agent Appl to Bl~kout 
3'~ hours  

Obstacles Aff~tm9 Rescue 
N/A 

Performance of Special Hazard 
System N/A 

Occupant Condition Factor 
N/A 

One 

Direct  Flame 
Cemn Height 
30 ~eet 

Time Detect=on to Alarm 
[3 1 minute [ 

DeLay in Arrival 
[4 Noth ing  unusua l  ] 

SLze of Ftre When O~scovered 
18 F u l l  i n v o l v e m e n t  [ 

Obstacles Affectmg Fire Control 
18 l~ indowless w a i l s  [L 

Performance of Exit System 
18 N/A 18 

Number of Persons Assisled I C 
i 8 None 

Lost Time of Business 
I 1 Est 9 months I ( 

Property Management ] Estimated Total Oodar LOSS 
Pr ivate taxpayin 9 I l I I 1315]010101C 

tf Person Involved Race Activity Involved Age Sex Reiahonsmp to Propert y 11 M a l i c i o u s  I [  

Principal Ins Career Structure ] Principal Ins Cart,or-Contents [ Check Box if Overmsurance 
, .  Ace Insurance Co FBN Insurance Co Ind~caled ~] 
Proper~y S~urqty [ Method of Initiation 

Secured ] I F lammable l i q u i d  & T imer  
Sabotage [ Motive 

Spr ink le rs  turned o f f  [ l  Fraud to c o l l e c t  insurance 
Available [ ]  Pohce Rpt [ ]  Autopsy Rpt [ ]  man. Sketch ~ Ins. File [ Information [ ]  Lab Rpt ~J Credit Rpt ~] Photos El Other 

Har ry  F i r e b u g ,  owner o f  t he  S o f t s l e e p  Ma t t r ess  Co. wh ich  used the  b u i l d i n g  

For s t o rage  was i n d i c t e d  by Grand Ju ry  on 1 /26 /81 .  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  J. 

O ' S u l l i v a n  h a n d l i n g  case.  

[] Remarks continued on reverse side 

~ z - e  

I " c a m  

I 

l~ 902F Revised [ ]  902G Revised [ ]  002H Roy,sod 

Th,z f~m ,$ for u~ wtth NFPA 904M. /~ ,dent  Fo/Iow.u~ Reoort Manual U~rt Ihould a~  ~fer to NFPA 901. Un,#orm Codsng for F,re Prote~ 
t l on  for informatl~ on fire r~rt,ng Wztem= and cla=~fl~t$Onl for informal,on entered on this form 
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INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 9041 

Anytown Fire Department 

Fill In This Report 
In Your Own Words 

Year ~ Revised 

L~atlon/Address City/Town Year of Construction 
IB 42 Maple  S t r e e t  Any town ] 11 91 3 I 

Requestor Date of Request I Reason forFireFOllo~p 
IC C h i e f  J im H i l t o n  1 1 / 2 3 / 8 u  I F a t a l  - 4 K i l l e d  I 

i 

. . . . . . .  ) . . . . . . . .  D ........ I Seed . . . .  ID C l e a r  J Te2~oe ~ . . . . .  I ~ ~%" I Sou th  i s lO  ~l ~H I 
Form of Mater~al 2nd Ignited Type of Material 2nd Igmted Method of Heat Transfer 

IE Wa l l  P a n e l i n g  I Ii Plywood 161 4 D i r e c t  Flame I 
IF 

~G 

IH 

II 

IJ 

IK 

IL 

IM 

IN 

~0 

IP 

iO 

IR 

IS 

IT 

~U 

T,me ,n Smolderm9 Stage 
Est  2 hou rs  

Trme l~mt¢on to Detection 
21a hou rs  

Delay m Alarm 
T r i e d  to  e f f e c t  r e s c u e  1s t  t 
Delay in Agent Appl 

Nothing unusual 
Size of F~=e on Ar~wz~ 

Complete involvement 
Performance of F~re Spread Limit 
Devices N/A 
No of Occupants at Jgmhon 

i ol oi Ol 
No of Persons Horseless 

Four 
ProPerty Management 

Pr ivate Taxpayi ng 
If Person Involvea Age Sex 

P?inctpal Ins. Carrier Structure 
Acme I n s u r a n c e  Co. 

Time Flame to Ceiling Celhng Hetght 
I lO m i n u t e s  I 8 f e e t  J 0 I 

Mexhoa of Oetection T~me Oe%ectlon to Alarm 
I N e i g h b o r  I 4 m i n u t e s  [ 

Time Alarm to Agent Appl Delay m Arrwal 
6 m i n u t e s  I N o t h i n g  u n u s u a l  I 

Time Agent AppL to Blackout Size of Fire When D,scovered 
I 45 m i n u t e s  I 6 F l o o r  o f  o r i g i n  I 

Obstac~e~ Affecting Rescu~ Ob~1~l~ Aff~clmg P~re Control 
I No rescue - a l l  DOA ] None I 

Performance of Spec;al Hazard [ . . . . . .  N/A I ~ P e r ~% t~l a ~c e~f CEtX(~tr S . . . . .  I 

Number of Persons Assisted Occupant CondlhOn Factor 
A l l  a s l e e p  [ None I 
No of Bus~r~es~e~ Unusable Lo~t T~me of Bus~ess 

I N/A I N/A I 
Estlmated Total Dollar Loss 

I [ i I ISi51°l°l 
Activity Involved 

Rac~ 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ii Smoki n,~ T e n a n t  I I 
Prmclpal ~n$ C~rrbet-Co~tent~ Check BO~ ~f Ower~n~urance 

Acme I n s u r a n c e  Co. Indicated [ ]  
Property Security Method of Initlahon 

I 
Sabotage Motive 

/ 

Available [ ]  Police Rpt. ~ A/ topw Rr~t. ~] Plan, Sketch [ ]  Ins. F,le 
information [ ]  Lab Rpt [ ]  Credit Rpt I~ Photos [ ]  Other 

County  F i r e  Marsha l  I I / 2 8 ( 8 0  
m r  ' i 

Re a k s ~  F i r e  s t a r t e d  i n  c h a i r  on f i r s t  s t o r y  l i v i n g  room - s m o l d e r e d  b e f o r e  b r e a k i n g  

i n t o  open f l a m e .  D i s c o v e r e d  by M.B. S m l t h ,  a n e i q h b o r ,  who f o r c e d  f r o n t  

doo r  to  e f f e c t  r e s c u e .  He was u n s u c c e s s f u l .  A l l  p e r s o n s  dead b e f o r e  f i r e  

d i s c o v e r y .  No e v i d e n c e  o f  f o u l  p l a y .  

[] Remarkscontlnued on ~verseside 

~ m ~  

6) - -~  
E =  m 

[ ]  902F Revl~d [ ]  902G Revised D 902H Revised 

This ~orm ¢1 ~o¢ u~ w,th NFPA 904M, #~¢d~nf Follow uD Report MOnUM U~rs should =~  ref~ to NFPA 9Or, Un,lorm Cod,ng for F,r# prote~ 
t lo f l  for mformatl~ on fire reporting WItems and cls=dl~t~o~ for information enter~ on thll form 



904M- 10  INCIDENT FOLLOW-IJ  P REPORT M A N U A L  

P R E P A R A T I O N  OF T H E  I N C I D E N T  F O L L O W - U P  R E P O R T  

FORM 904I 

This section of the manual  is for reference in preparing the Inci- 
dent Follow-up Report, Form 904I. 

The explanation for completing Lines IA through IU and other in- 
formation in this manual  should be referenced when preparing the 
Incident Follow-up Report, Form 904I. 

The form is divided into seven blocks, each outlined by a heavy 
border across the bottom and up the right side. 

The first block, lines IA-IC, identifies the incident, the property 
on which the report is made, and the reason for the report. 

The second block, lines ID-IF, collects weather information as well 
as additional details relating to fire growth. 

The third block, lines IG-IK, is designed to collect the complete 
time sequence of the fire, and the performance of building systems in 
the fire. 

The fourth block, lines IL-IO, identifies human factors and in- 
direct losses associated with the incident. 

The fifth block (incendiary/suspicious fires only), lines IP-IS, ad- 
dresses important factors in the investigation and reporting on incen- 
diary/suspicious fires. 

The sixth block, line IT, contains the signature and identifier line 
for the investigator making the report. 

The seventh block, line IU, is a remarks section where additional 
data significant to the follow-up can be recorded. 



INCIDENT FOLLOW- UP REPORT 9 0 4 M -  11  

IA 

IB 

IC 

ID 

IE 

IF 

IG 

IH 

II 

IJ 

IK 

IL 

IM 

IN 

I0  

IP 

IQ 

IR 

IS 

IT 

IU 

INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 904[ 

Fire Department 

Fill In This Report 
Your Own Words 

~ [ ]  Rewsed 

Location/Address I I I IClty~lown [ i  own Year of Construction 

I I I I 
Requestor Date of Request J Reason for Followup 

] L 
Weather Temperature J Humudlty Wind D,rect,on Wind Speed 

I I I I I I 
Form of Material 2rid Igmted Type of Material 2nd Ignited Method of Heat Transfer 

I i  LL 
Time in Smoldering Stage Time Flame to Celhng Celimg Height 

I I 
Time Ignrtlon to Detectuon Method of Detection Tbme Detection to Alarm 

I I 
Delay in Alarm Time Alarm to  Agent Appl Delay m Arrrval 

[ I 
Delay in Agent Appf Time Agent Appl to Blackout Size of Fire When Discovered 

Srze of Fire on Arrwal Obstacles Affecting Rescue Obst~les AffectFng Fire Control 

I I 
Performance of Fire Spread Limit Performance of Spemal H a z a r d  Performance of Exit System 
Dev,ces I system ] 
No of Occupants at Igmtlon Occupant Condbtion Factor Number of Persons Assqsted 

J i l l  I 
No of Persons Homeless No of Businesses Unusable Lost T,me of Business 

I I I 
Property Management Estimated Total Dollar Loss 

I = 1 1 1 1 1 = =  
l:;;:to,:: ...... d late I .... I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I I 

I Principal Ins Carrier Structure Principal Ins. Carrier Contents Check Rox If Overlnsurance 
Indqcated [ ]  

I 

I i  

I 
[ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Property Securuty Method of Imtlatlon 

I 
Sabotage Motive 

I 
Available [ ]  Police Rpt [ ]  Autopsy Rpt [ ]  Plan, Sketch [ ]  Ins. File 
Information O Lab Rpt. [ ]  Credit Rpt. [3 Photos [ ]  Other 

Investigator Agency D~te 

Remarks 

[ ]  Remarks continued on reverse side. 

~ E , n  
c o o  
_=Z~. 

c=0m 

[3 902F Revl~d [ ]  902G Rev,sed [ ]  902H Revised 

This form is for u~ w,th N FPA 904M. Incident Fot/ow up Report Manual U~rs should al~ refer to NFPA 901. Umform Cod,ng for F,re Prote~ 
t,on. for information ~ fire reOOrtlng systems and cla=lfl~t~ons for reformation sneered on this form. 
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L I N E  IA DATA 

,A i  o,o I,no,0eotNol,o0ex o.l o. tO vt .... I 

Fire Department Identification 

I FD ID I 

This space is provided for fire departments which participate in 
regional or state systems. The identification number will normally be 
obtained from the Basic Incident Report, Form 902F. If the fire 
department does not forward reports to a regional or state center, 
this data space can be left blank. 

Incident  Number  

I Incident No. I 

The incident number is a unique number assigned to an incident 
such that no two incidents in a given year have the same number. 

Enter the identification number assigned to this incident from the 
existing fire department Basic Incident Report, Form 902F. 

Index Number 

The index number, if any, may be obtained from the Basic Inci- 
dent Report, Form 902F. 
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Month 

] M°" ] Day I Year I 

Enter the month of year when the incident occurred using its 
numeric designation: 

J a n u a r y  = Ol A p r i l  = 04 Ju ly  = 07 O c t o b e r  = 10 
F e b r u a r y  = 02 May  = 05 A u g u s t  = 08 N o v e m b e r  = 11 
M a r c h  = 03 J u n e  = 06 S e p t e m b e r  = 09 D e c e m b e r  = 12 

Day 

Enter the day of month when the incident occurred. 

Year 

Enter the last two digits of the year of century when the incident 
occurred. 

Example: 
An incident occurring on July 8, 1981, would be entered as 

(M°lO'Yl e'rl0' 08 8' 

The incident date should be the same as that given on the Basic In- 
cident Report, Form 902F. 

Revised Report 

[7 Revised I Report 

If any information on the report is to be updated once the report 
has been submitted, obtain a copy of the original report, enter the 
new information in red, date and initial the change, check the Re- 
vised Report block, and resubmit the report. 
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L I N E  I B  D A T A  

,8 I~ . . . . . .  / . . . . . . .  c,~y~owo t . . . . . .  c . . . . . . . . . . .  i , , , I  

Correct Address 

Location/Address City/Town 

This  in format ion  is used p r imar i ly  for cross reference and  m a n u a l  
ident i f ica t ion  purposes. T h e  address should  be cross checked with 
tha t  on the Basic Inc ident  Repor t .  

Year of Construction 

Year of Construction I 
[ I I I 

Enter  the ac tual  year  of const ruct ion of  the proper ty ,  for example ,  
1968. I f  mul t ip le  years of const ruct ion exist, enter  the year  of  con- 
s t ruct ion of  the area  where the fire o r ig ina ted  and  note the o ther  
years in the Remarks .  
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, c p  . . . . . . . .  0ateo,, . . . . . .  I . . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . . .  ... I I  

Requestor 

I Requestor Date of Request 

Space is provided here to indicate the name, agency or other iden- 
tifier of the requestor of the follow-up investigation, and the date of 
the initial request. 

Reason for Follow-up 

Reason for Followup I I 

The  reason a follow-up has been initiated is recorded here. The  
reason could be due to the size of the fire, the number  of  deaths, the 
fire is of suspicious origin or any other reason. 

Refer to NFPA 901, SectionJDC, for classifications for Reason for 
Follow-up. 
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L I N E  ID D A T A  

ID I Weather I Temperature Hum'ld,tY I W,nd Direc'tlon ] Wind Sp~d ' 
I i I  , , 

Weather 

W'eather 
I 

Enter the type of weather at the time the fire started. 
Refer to NFPA 901, Section JIA, for classifications for Weather. 

Temperature  

I Temperature I I 

Enter the air temperature at the time the fire started. 
Temperature may be recorded in Farenheit or Celsius, but be sure to 
indicate which, by using an "F" or "C." 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JIB, for classifications for 
Temperature. 

Humidi ty  

Humidity I J 

Enter the relative humidity at the time the fire started. 
Refer to NFPA 901, Section JIC, for classifications for Relative 

Humidity. 
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Wind Direct ion 

I Wind Direction I 

Wind direction should be recorded to the closest 45 degree com- 
pass point, and at the time the fire started. Wind direction is the 
direction the wind is coming from. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JID, for classifications for Wind 
Direction. 

Wind Speed 

Wind Speed I I 

Enter the wind speed at the time the fire started. 
Refer to NFPA 901, Section JIE, for classifications for Wind 

Speed. 



904M-18 INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT MANUAL 

L I N E  IE DATA 

IE [ F . . . .  f Mater,al 2nd ,gm%ed I Type of Mater,al 2nd Ignqted [ I [ I Method of Heat l'ra'nsfer ' ,I 

Form of Material Second Ignited 

I Form of Material 2rid Ignited I l l 

The Basic Incident Report, Form 902F, records the first material 
ignited. The material ignited next in the burning sequence should be 
recorded here. 

Record the form or use of the second material which became ig- 
nited. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section HA, for classifications for Form of 
Material. 

Type of Material Second Ignited 

Type of Material 2n'd Ignited . I I 

Record the type or composition of the second material which 
became ignited. This must be the same material whose form or use 
was recorded in the previous data space. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section HB, for classifications for Type of 
Material. 

Example: 
A fire which starts in an upholstered chair and spreads to plywood 

wall paneling. 

I Forrn of Mater,al 2nd Ignited 
Wall panelin 9 

,Tv0eo, M0,e,,,2o   n,e0 
I II ~ Plywood 161 4~ 
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Method of Heat Transfer 

Method of Heat Transfer I I 

Enter here the method by which the fire spread from the material 
first ignited to the material second ignited. This can include direct 
flame, convection currents, radiated heat, heat from embers or 
sparks, or conducted heat. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JFC, for classifications for Method of 
Heat Transfer. 

Examples: 
Flame from a 

wastebasket. 
burning wastebasket ignited curtains above 

I Method of Heat Transfer I 
Direct flame I 1 

Heat radiated from a burning chair ignites nearby wall paneling. 

Method of Heat Transfer | 
Radiant heat 1 2 I 



904M-20 I N C I D E N T  F O L L O W - U P  R E P O R T  M A N U A L  

L I N E  IF D A T A  

,F [ . . . . . .  s . . . . . . . . .  sta. I I . . . . . . . . . . .  c ...... ' ' l i e .  ............ LLI' 

T i m e  in Smoldering Stage 

Time in Smoldering Stage 1 ] 

Record the estimated time smoldering fire conditions existed, i.e., 
the time from ignition to open flaming. Classify open flaming igni- 
tions as "Did Not Pass Through Smoldering Stage." 

Refer to NFPA 901, SectionJGI, for classifications to use for Time 
in Smoldering Stage. 

T i m e  Flame to Ceiling 

Time Flame to Ceiling ] I 

Record the estimated time from the first open flaming until the 
flame height reached the ceiling. For smoldering ignitions this will be 
the time from the transition from smoldering to flaming combustion 
to the attainment of flame at the ceiling level. For open flaming igni- 
tions it will be the time from ignition to flame at the ceiling level. 

Refer to NFPA 901, SectionJGI, for classifications to use for Time 
to Ceiling. 

Ceil ing Height  

l Ceiling Height ' I 
IA 

Record the height of the ceiling in feet. If  the ceiling height ex- 
ceeds 99 feet, record the actual height, but enter 99 as coded data. 
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L I N E  I G  D A T A  

T,me Ign,tlon ' I to Detection Method of Detection 
IG I I, 

Time Detection to Alarm 
I 

T i m e  f rom I g n i t i o n  to Detec t ion  

I Time Ignition to Detection I I 

Igni t ion occurs the momen t  heat  or overheat  reaches the point  of 
se l f -perpe tua ted  combust ion in the combust ib le  ignited,  whether  or 
not there is open flame. 

Detect ion occurs the momen t  a person senses the danger  or an 
au tomat ic  detector  closes its contacts.  

Est imate and record the t ime lapse from the moment  of ignit ion 
until  de tec t ion  takes place.  

Refer to N F P A  901, Sec t ionJGA,  for classifications for T ime  From 
Igni t ion To Detection.  

M e t h o d  of De tec t ion  

I Method of Detection ] 

If  a person detected the fire record the re la t ionship  of that  person 
to the fire area,  e.g. ,  occupant ,  wa tchman ,  passerby. If  an 
au tomat i c  system detected the fire, indicate  the type of system. If the 
fire was not detected until  af ter  it se l f - terminated,  indicate  that  fact. 

Refer  to NFPA 901, Sec t ionJGB,  for classifications for Method of 
Detection.  
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T i m e  f rom Detec t ion  to A l a r m  

Time Detection to Alarm I [ 

A l a r m  occurs the momen t  the first signal l ight or sound arrives at 
the fire a la rm center  of the officially responding  organizat ion.  This  is 
general ly  a publ ic  fire d e p a r t m e n t  facility, but  could be an organized 
and m a n n e d  private fire depa r tmen t .  It is not  a bu i ld ing  guard ,  a 
bu i ld ing  manager ,  te lephone opera tor ,  or a ma in tenance  shop. 

Record  here the t ime lapse from detec t ion  to the first receipt  of the 
a la rm.  Sometimes no a la rm will be t ransmi t ted ,  as in the case where 
a fire has bu rned  itself out when detec ted .  

Refer  to NFPA 901, Sec t ionJGC,  for classifications for T ime  From 
Detect ion To Alarm.  
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L I N E  I H  D A T A  

,HID ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "1 0 ............. ',1 

Delay in Alarm 

I Delay in Alarm I ] 

Record here the cause for any unusual delay in transmission of 
alarm to the fire depar tment  once the person detected the fire. If  the 
alarm was transmitted promptly or no unusual delays occured, in- 
dicate that to be the case. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JGD, for classifications for Delay in 
Alarm. 

T i m e  from Alarm to Agent  Appl ica t ion  

Time Alarm to Agent Appl. ] } 

The time of extinguishing agent application is when the agent first 
hits the flame. 

Estimate and record the time lapse from the first receipt of the 
alarm to the application of an extinguishing agent. Sometimes an 
agent will be applied before the alarm, as in the case of automatic  
systems, but in most cases the first agent will be applied by the fire 
depar tment .  Do not consider the sporadic application of an agent, 
such as an a t tempt  to use a fire extinguisher before calling the fire 
depar tment ,  unless such application is continuous or successfully 
controls or extinguishes the fire. 

Refer to NFPA 901, SectionJGE, for classifications for Time from 
Alarm to Extinguishing Agent Application. 
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Delay in Ar r iva l  

I Delay in Arrival I I 

Record here the cause for any unusual delay in arrival of the first 
fire apparatus at the scene. If no unusual delays in response occurred 
indicate so. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JGF, for classifications for Delay in 
Arrival. 
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L I N E  I I  DATA 

I Delay in Agent Appl. ' [ Time Agent Appl to Blackout ' [ Size of Fire When Dtscovered ' 
" [ I In 

Delay in Applicat ion of Ext inguishing Agent 

I Delay in Agent Appl. I 

Record here the cause for any unusual delay after the arrival of 
fire fighting apparatus before extinguishing agents are applied to the 
fire. If no unusual delays in extinguishing agent application occur, 
indicate so. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JGG, for classifications for Delay in 
Application of Extinguishing Agent. 

T i m e  f rom Ext inguishing Agent Applicat ion to Fire Blackout  

I Time Agent Appl. to Blackout [ ] 

Blackout is when all evidence of open flame or glow of burned 
material has been removed. 

Record here the time lapse between the first agent application to 
the fire blackout. Sometimes no agent application will be necessary, 
as when the fire self-terminates. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JGH, for classifications for Time 
From Extinguishing Agent Application To Fire Blackout. 

Size of Fire when Discovered 

Size of Fire When Discovered [ ] 

Describe the extent (confined to Object of Origin, confined to 
Structure, etc.) to which the fire had grown when first discovered. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section KB, and use the classifications for Ex- 
tent of Flame Damage to classify Size of Fire When Discovered. 
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L I N E  I J  D A T A  

IJ [ Size of Fire on Art,vat [' } Obstacles Affecting Rescue l' I Obstacles Affect,n 0 F,re Control [ l '  

Size of Fire on Arrival 

Size of Fire on Arrival i I 

Describe the extent  to which the fire had  grown at the t ime of  ar- 
rival of the first fire service appa ra tu s  at  the scene. 

Refer  to N F P A  901, Section KB, and  use the classifications for Ex- 
tent  of  F lame  Damage  to classify Size of Fire On Arrival .  

Obstacles Affect ing Rescue 

I Obstacles Affecting Rescue l 

Ind ica te  any obstacles which impeded  rescue opera t ions  or 
res t r ic ted fire service or o ther  rescue capabi l i t ies .  

Refer  to N F P A  901, Section DJE, for classifications for Obstacles 
Affect ing  Rescue. 

Obstacles Affect ing Fire Control  

I Obstacles Affecting Fire Control [ I 

Ind ica te  any obstacles which i m p e d e d  or restr ic ted fire control  
operat ions .  

Refer  to N F P A  901, Section DJE, for classifications for Obstacles 
Affect ing  Fire Control  Opera t ions .  
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L I N E  IK DATA 

Performance of Special Hazard IK J D ............ ...... fF,reS .......... I 1 s ..... i I P ............ Ex,t$ ..... I I 

Performance of Fire Spread Limitation Devices 

I Performance of Fire Spread Limit 1 
Devices [ 

Fire spread limitation devices include enclosing walls, doors, 
dampers and the like. If fire spread limitation devices were present, 
evaluate their performance in terms of their designed function. If no 
fire spread limitation devices were present, indicate so. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JHE, for classifications for Perfor- 
mance of Fire Spread Limitation Devices. 

Performance of Special Hazard System 

I Performance of Special Hazard [ 
System I 

A special hazard system is one which is designed and installed to 
protect a specific fire hazard or operation. Examples are a Halon 
system protecting a computer room, or a water spray deluge system 
protecting a processing operation. If such a system was present in the 
area of origin, evaluate and record its performance. If none was pre- 
sent, indicate "no special hazard system in area of origin." 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JHD, for classifications for Perfor- 
mance Of Special Hazard System. 
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Performance of Exit System 

I Performance of Exit System =1 
Evaluation of the exit system performance should take into ac- 

count  all building factors relating to the egress of occupants  f rom a 
building under  fire conditions. Record exit system performance 
when occupants were required to leave the structure or fire area. If  
no occupants were present, or if egress was not required, record "not 
a factor." 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JHF, for classifications for Perfor- 
mance  of Exit System. 

Examples: 
Stairway filled with smoke due to blocked door, and several oc- 

cupants  were rescued by fire depar tment  ladder. 

Performance of Exit System I 
Rest r ic ted eqress ]2 I 

An occupant  t rapped in a dead end corridor dies f rom the effects 
of  fire. 

IPerf°rmance°fExitSvstem i I 
Prevented egress 3 

The  single exit path filled with smoke from the fire in an adjacent 
room. Occupants  made  their way through the smoke and escaped, 
suffering minor  smoke inhalation. 

I Performance of Exit System I 
Rest r ic ted e~ress I 21 
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Number  of Occupants at Ignit ion 

N°.°fOccupantsatlgniti°n i i i i 

Record here the actual or estimated number of occupants in the 
structure at the time the fire started, regardless of what they did or 
what happened to them after ignition. Do not include persons who 
entered the structure after ignition. 

Occupant  Condition Factor 

Occupant Condition Factor I ] 

Record here the occupant condition factor which describes the 
dominant occupant condition, as in the following examples. 

Note that when a responsible adult is present, whether an adult is 
awake or asleep is important. When only nonmobile (young 
children, etc.) or impaired (intoxicated, senile, etc.) occupants are 
present, whether they are awake or asleep is not relevant. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section JED, for classifications for Occupant 
Condition Factor. 

Examples: 
Two adults -- one sleeping, one awake 

I Occupant Condition Factor 
Mobile. awake I 11 
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Two adults -- both sleeping 

I Occupant Condition Factor 2] 
Mobile, asleep I 

Two adults, one three-year-old child, adults awake, child asleep 

Occupant Condition Factor 
Mobile/nonmobile, awake ]31 

Two adults, one child, all asleep 

i 

Occupant Condltior, Factor 4] 
Mobile/nonmobi]e, asleep] 

Three children under five years old, one adult in intoxicated state. 
Adult and one child awake, two children asleep. 

Occupant Condtt~on Factor ! 
Nonmobil~, impaired I 5J 

N u m b e r  of Persons Assisted 

I Nurnber of Persons Assisted I 

Record here the number  of persons assisted in leaving the building 
by the action of the fire department.  

Refer to NFPA 901, Section KF, for classifications for Number  of 
Persons Assisted. 
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L I N E  IM DATA 

,MR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . , i  
I No. of Businesses Unusable Lost Time of Business 

N u m b e r  of Persons Made Homeless  

No. of Persons Homeless ] [ 

Record the number of persons who could not reside in their 
building the night after the fire. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section KG, for classifications for Number of 
Persons Made Homeless. 

Number  of Businesses Made Unusable 

No. of Businesses Unusable I [ 

Record the number of businesses which could not operate over 60 
percent of their facility the first working day following the fire. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section KH, for classifications for Number of 
Businesses Made Unusable. 

Lost T i m e  of  Business 

Lost Time of Business I [ 

"Lost Time" occurs when a business cannot resume 60 percent or 
more of its operation the first working day following the fire. 
Estimate and record the lost time in whole days. If the business is not 
expected to resume at the fire location, indicate this fact. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section KI, for classifications for Lost Time of 
Business. 
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L I N E  IN DATA 

IN [ Propefw Management I Estimated Total Dollar Loss I 
[ , l l l l l t l  

Property Management 

Property Management 

Describe the ownership and/or  management of the specific prop- 
erty use involved in the incident. Typical descriptions include: 
Private, Local Government, State Government, Federal Govern- 
ment, Foreign, and Military. For the private ownership also indicate 
whether it is tax paying or non-tax paying. 

This information can generally be obtained from the local 
assessor's office if necessary. 

For fires involving trees, brush, grass and standing crops (type of 
incident = 15) which spread over multiple properties, describe the 
ownership and/or  property management of the property where the 
fire originated. 

Refer to NFPA 901, Section DBC, for classifications for Property 
Management. 

Example: 
Fire occurring in a place of worship. 

I Property Management I 
Pvt. non-tax paying 12 

Airplane crash at an air force base. 

I Property "Management 
Mi l i ta ry  a i r  base ,71 



LINE IN DATA 9 0 4 M - 3 3  

Estimated Tota l  Dol lar  Loss 

I Estimated Total Dollar Loss ' I 

When estimating fire loss, take into consideration material actual- 
ly damaged by the fire as well as that damaged during extinguish- 
ment. This will include water and smoke damage as well as material 
damaged during overhaul operations. 

Estimate and record the total physical direct fire loss to the struc- 
ture, contents, machinery, equipment and natural resources. 
Estimate on a replacement in like kind and quality basis. All 
estimates should be to the closest whole dollar. 

One method of estimating structure loss is to calculate the square 
footage of destroyed area. Multiply this by the appropriate cost per 
square foot for new construction in your area for that particular type 
of construction. Add 10 percent for demolition costs. Then add the 
cost of replacing the contents and other equipment. 

A loss figure should be recorded for all fires. Enter "0" where there 
is no loss, and "Not applicable" (N/A) if the incident was not a fire. 

Example: 
A loss of $3500.00 would be entered: 

I J Estimated Total Dollar Loss 

I I I I 1 3 1 5 ~ 0 r 0  


