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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

ISO 3950-1977 (E)

Tooth designation for dental purposes — Two-digit system

0 INTHODUCTION

Over thd years since dentistry first required a method of
tooth dgsignation, various systems have been used. These
have incjuded multiple-digit systems giving quadrants and
an indidation of the teeth, of the type set out in this
International Standard, and those using an angular/grid
representation for the quadrant with a 1 to 8 single-digit
system fpr the teeth.

er use of computers for information storage and the
need for simple communication on dental

b) edsy to pronounce in conversation and. dictation;
¢) reladily communicable in print and by wire);
d) -easy to translate into computer “ipput’’;

e) egsily adaptable to standardcharts used in general
practice.

{upper right)

18| 12" 16 16 14 13 12 N

Details of the factors relating to the decis
adopt the two-digit system are recorded
the FDI chronicle of the 58th Annual Sessi

1 SCOPE AND FIELD-OF-APPLICATION |

This International Standard establishes a t
system for dental’purposes using two di
each tooth.

2 PRINCIPLE

The, first digit indicates the quadrant and
the tooth within the quadrant. Quadrants

on of the FDI to
n appendix 1 of
pN.

poth designation
gits to designate

the second digit
are allotted the

digits 1 to 4 for the permanent and 5 to 8

r the deciduous

teeth in a clockwise sequence starting at| the upper right

side; teeth within the same quadrant are

lotted the digits

1 to 8 (deciduous teeth : 1 to 5) from the midline back-

wards. The digits shall be pronounced se
permanent canines are teeth one-three, twg
three.

3 DESIGNATION SYSTEM

The designation system is illustrated below

PERMANENT TEETH

(upper left)

21 22 23 24 25 26

rately; thus the
-three, and four-

27 28

48— 47 46 45 43 43 47 41

{lower right)

ol 94 33 34 IO

(lower left)

DECIDUOUS TEETH

(upper right)

56 54 53 52 51
85 84 83 82 81

(lower right)

(upper left)

37 38

61 62 63 64 6b

71 72 73 74 75

{lower left)
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